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tion we have hitherto relied upon will not fail us altogether
in this case.

We may imagine two rather different ways in which
such volition can be accounted for.

1.  The man may be moved to his decision by the
belief that his conduct would be approved by persons
whose approval he values more highly, whose approval
appeals more strongly to his self-regarding sentiment,
than the approval of all his friends and contemporaries.
He may think of such men as  Chinese  Gordon  and
others for whom he may have a profound admiration
or reverence;   or he may believe in a purely ideal per-
sonality ;  and, though he may believe that these persons
will never know of his action, yet his assurance that, if
they knew, they would approve, awakens a motive within
his self-regarding sentiment that overrides all others and
determines his hard choice; just as on a lower plane, in
the type of volition illustrated by our sixth case, one says,
" I.will overcome this fear, for what would my companions
say if they knew I was afraid."

2.  On the other hand, our hero may decide from
principle.   He may long ago have decided after reflection
that courageous self-sacrifice for the good of others is a
principle superior to all other considerations.   Whether
his opinion is right may be for others a fair matter of
dispute, but not for him ; he has made up his mind after
mature and cool deliberation ;   and now a case arises
calling for the application of his principle, and he acts
in accordance with it and against what might seem over-
whelmingly strong motives.   Such action is the type of
resolution, of resolute adherence to decisions once formed ;
and it is the highest type of resolute action, because in
this case the decision was not formed in face of the special
circumstances calling for its application, but was of a
general nature.

How, then, does the possession of this principle supply
the motive power that overcomes the other strong motives ?
The bare verbal formula, " I will always prefer self-
sacrifice to self-seeking," has no motive power, or but a
minimum. In the first place, this preference for self-